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See 

- Stay out of the city, nothing of interest in the city unless you need the embassy or internet. 

- Half a day if that to explore the few things to see in the city, the usual mosques, church and 

a statue. 

Stay, 

- Hotel Penginapan Asri 115,000rp p/n on the 4th floor, double bed, Local toilet, a shower and 

fan.  No real English spoken.  Next to the mosque. 

Eat, 

- Sibu Sibu, Wifi, live singer good food and juices 

- Mr Kopitiam, Wifi good food and juices 35000 Nasi Gorang 

Travel, 

TAXI,  

- From the airport to the city 150,000Rp 

- To Tulehu (half hour from the city, where the fast boats depart to Bandaneira) 150,000rp 

BOAT, 

- Fast boat to Bandanaira 410,000Rp 7hrs every Saturday and Tuesday 

- Returning Sunday and Wednesday same price 

  



Banda Islands, 
 Great for it’s remoteness, Snorkelling, sunsets and the beach 

Bandaneira 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See, 

- Benteng Belgica.  The old reconstructed fort overlooking Bandaneira, Great views from the 

top, entry by donation we paid 10,000rp for two 

- Benteng Nassau.  The second fort below it is just ruins but they were in the process of 

starting to build it back up 

- Church’s one without a roof 

- Mosque (Very Loud!) 

- Many Old empty buildings, left from the Dutch 

- Old Canons Lying around the streets 

To Do, 

- Scuba Diving, expensive 450,000Rp per Dive plus 500,000Rp if you wanted to Dive the outer 

Islands.  Three Dives companies to choose from. 

Stay, 

- Penginapan Babbu Sallam.  Set back from the markets, if you blink your miss it.  A quiet little 

place on the water front looking over Gunung Api. 150,000Rp Fan room, the first two on the 

left have windows rooms 8 and 9.  200,000Rp air con the last two rooms one and two at the 

opposite end next to the water have windows.  With all the other places were full on the 

water this one was empty with no one else there, more of a local place, no real English 

spoken.  Local style toilets and a bucket and scoop for a shower  

- Vita.  On the water a few up from Bubbu 150,000Rp Fan room.   

- Delfika 2.  200,000Rp Fan room, 300,000Rp Aircon Including breakfast.  On the water again 

and you will meet other travellers there. 

- Mutiara Guesthouse.  Didn’t stay here but met a lot of travellers that were heading there.  

The owner also has a separate new property the Estate mansion (big walls and big gates, 

very posh!) where you can stay for 350,000Rp a night 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Penginapan Babbu Sallam Guesthouse 

Eat, 

- The Spice Café, first place your get too when you get off the boat.  Good food and juices, 

well spoken English if your looking for information. 

- Rumah Makan Nusantara, Probably the cheapest eat but only by 5,000Rp.  Great Nasi and 

Mei Gorang and juices, run by a lovely friendly local couple. 

- The Nutmeg Café.  Just next door too Mutiara guesthouse, Good food and juices and 

pancakes!!! 

Transport, 

LEAVING BANDA 

- Fast boat to Ambon 410,000Rp 7hrs every Sunday and Wednesday. 

- Pelni Ship, ask the locals when your there when it’s coming in and where it’s heading.  We 

got one 165,000Rp Pp 11Hrs to Tual Kei Islands (It the continued onto Papua after that.) 

- They also leave from Bandaneira to Ambon around 12hrs and a little cheaper than the fast 

boat. 

LOCAL 

- Boats leaving to Hatta leave around mid-day 30,000Rp p/pabout an Hour trip on a small 

boat, so make sure it’s a calm day!! 

- Boats across to Gunung Api around 10,000Rp p/p 

Hatta, 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See, 

- The fantastic reef that’s just below the surface.  Probably one of the best snorkelling I have 

done with the amount of fish life and the amazing condition that the reef was in.  At low tide 

the drop off down to 60m is a meter off the beach, at high tide you can snorkel over the top 

of the reef to reach the drop off about 50m out.  A wide array of fish from Turtles, Eagle 

rays, Napoleon Rasse, Bumphead parrot fish, Blue fin Travelli and Frog fish just to name a 



few, I could go on for days!!  Although the currents can change and be very strong, so 

beware. 

- The small village is ice to walk through and meet the locals, there is a small shop/hut if you 

want soft drink. 

- Keeping following the well paved path and it will take you to another village (the old village) 

about a 20min walk.  This beach not as nice as the other, the tide goes out along way leaving 

it just a mud sand flat.  So no snorkelling here, but pretty picturesque with the hills in the 

background.  I also found Pelicans here randomly, scattered along the beach and fairly tame. 

- Watch the sunsets, over the flat calm ocean.  Beautiful!!! 

To Do, 

- There is a very small dive shop here, you have to ask to find it.  Probably more for 

experienced divers, that know what to look for equipment wise etc as I didn’t dive with 

them so don’t know how good it was or I what condition there compressor is in etc.  Met a 

lovely French instructor couple that did a lot of diving with them though and from what they 

said they diving is worth it. Seeing Hammerheads on most dives! 

Stay, 

- …………………Guesthouse.  Big yellow and orange new building at the end of the beach.  Your 

see it from the boat.  We paid 150,000Rp pp, although others paid 250,000Rp pp.  This is a 

basic double mattress on the floor with mosquito net, no fan and basic local toilet and 

bucket shower.   Electricity from  6pm to 9.30pm (although they were putting up power lines 

in the village when we were there so maybe this will change)  They had power points with 

plenty of sockets in the main building if you need to charge anything for a few hours.  This 

price also included 3daily meals, with plenty of variety and consumption. 

- There were a lot of Austrian and Germans there, that would stay there for a month or so 

before moving on (and when your there you understand why, if you love snorkelling and the 

simple life.  A few of us (including me) did get sick whilst we were there, we think from the 

water and the dishes being cleaned in it and then not dried, so be careful.  Although 

everyone is pretty good at speaking to the owner if something is no right and he will try his 

best to fix it.  So top note, make sure you take anti vomit and diorearih tablets with you just 

in case!! 

- The owners name Is Sophian and he is sometimes on Bandanaira as well and will take people 

back across to Hatta for the same price as the local boat, which is a lot less crowded. 

- There are 3 or 4 other homestays and guesthouses all pretty much next to each other in the 

village, so you’re probably find somewhere to stay.  Everywhere we have been, we have just 

rocked up. 

Eat, 

- Eat where you sleep, your guesthouse will usually provide a selection of dishes that you all 

share. 

Transport, 

- The public boat leaves Hatta in the morning around 7.30am to Bandannira and 

return to Hatta leave around mid-day. 30,000Rp p/p one way and it’s about an 

Hour trip on a small boat, so make sure it’s a calm day!!  



Kei Islands, 
 Great for it’s remoteness and beaches 

Kei Kelsi, 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ohoidertawun Village and beach at high tide  

See, 

- Beaches.  Very picturesque 

o Pasir Panjang in village of Ohoililir on the west coast.  Nice beach deep enough to 

swim and cool off, reef so take your snorkel gear, although it’s nothing amazing due 

to so much fishing. 

o Ohoidertawun.  You can paddle here at high tide, were the water will just come up 

to your knees for the next Kilometre or you can walk the kilometre of the white 

sandy mud flat if the tide is out. 

- Caves 

o In Ohoidertawun when the tide is out you can walk to the east end of the beach and 

find caves with ancient drawings In them 

o Further south of the island, if you up for the challenge of finding the right dirt track 

to get there.  In Letvuan there is a large cave that you can swim in. 

To Do, 

- Go on a day trip of the islands by boat.  Chartering a boat will cost you around 600,000Rp so 

get a few of you together to split the cost. 

Stay, 

- There’s a couple of options on Ohoidertawun.  It’s a pretty Village and a very chilled vibe. 

o Savanna Cottages at the east end of the beach.  200,000Rp for a room and shared 

bathroom with a western shower.  Meals are 50,000Rp for breakfast and 70,000Rp 

for diner.   A nice setting with hammocks and a selection of games for evening 

entertainment should you need it.  It’s run by Gerson who is quite a character and 

his wife Lucy.  Good English and will help you with anything you need including 

booking flights.  They also have scooter rental 50,000Rp Semi automatic and 

70,000Rp Automatic, you can get fuel in the village for 10,000Rp a Litre. 

o At the other end of the village is Lucy’s Guesthouse.  Also owned by Gerson and Lucy 

but run by a couple from the village.  150,000Rp for a room here with private local 

style clean bathroom.  Breakfast is 30,000Rp and diner is 50,000Rp.  A great setting 



just outside of the village on the beach, with a couple of hammock’s between Palm 

trees, just check for coconuts before you sit down! 

- In Ohoililir there’s Coaster Cottages.  Set back from the beach behind the trees so you don’t 

get the beach views, but you can swim at the beach it’s west facing so you get the sunsets 

too.  They will charge you 10% tax here on the rooms which vary from 175,000Rp to 

220,000Rp Tax included.  I didn’t eat here so don’t know the standard of food, but from 

others that stayed there, they said it was small portions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lucy’s Guesthouse 

Eat, 

- Eat where you stay, the guesthouses usually provide complementary tea, coffee and water 

and have soft drinks and beer available to purchase. 

Transport, 

 BOAT, 

- Pelni Ship, ask the locals when your there when it’s coming in and where it’s heading.  They 

will either be heading back to Bandanierra or to Papua and Raja Ampat.  Although fairly slow 

and long journeys worth it if your on a budget and have the time. 

PLANE, 

- You can only fly to Ambon and then jump on a flight to either Java or Sulawesi, flights can be 

pricey.  I paid 2,500,000Rp to get to Jakarta.  Tual-Ambon-Jakarta 

 

 


